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DAVID FARQUHARSON, A.R.A., R.S.W. (1840-1907) 
 
The Windings of the Forth 
 
Signed and dated ‘D. Farquharson / 1881-2’, lower left 

Oil on canvas 

Canvas dimensions: 45 x 72 in. (114.3 x 183 cm.)	  	  

Framed dimensions: 65 ¾ x 92 ½ in. (167 x 235 cm.) 

 

Provenance 
Walter Ogilvy (b. 1852), Pitfoar, Clackmannanshire; 
By descent to 2017. 
 
 
Exhibited 
Edinburgh, Royal Scottish Academy, 1883, no. 904, as ‘On the Forth’. 
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Born in Blairgowrie, Farquharson moved to Edinburgh in 1872. Largely self-taught, he was 
influenced by Dutch landscape painting; and in addition to his views of England and Scotland, 
he found many of his subjects in Holland. He had an instinctive feel for tonal balance within 
his paintings which were principally landscapes depicted in contrasting atmospheric conditions 
reminiscent of Corot. He is no relation to Joseph Farquharson, the Scottish landscape painter 
noted for winter subjects. 
 
The viewpoint in Farquharson’s impressive landscape is taken from the Abbey Craig, on the 
north bank of the River Forth, near Stirling. The town of Alloa with the grey smoking chimneys 
is seen in the distance of the left. Arthur’s Seat in Edinburgh is visible as the distant peak on 
the horizon. The picture was probably purchased by Walter Ogilvy directly from the Royal 
Scottish Academy exhibition, where it was exhibited in 1883. Family repute has it that Ogilvy’s 
Clackmannanshire estate is visible in the distance, which perhaps promoted this purchase. 
 
The review of the Royal Scottish Academy exhibition in the Aberdeen Press and Journal  
(16 February 1883) describing the picture at The Links of the Forth states: 
 

‘Mr D. Farquharson, one of the new associates, gives a splendid view of the  
Links of Forth from Abbey Craig, a  brilliant picture, charming alike in detail  
and in general effect.’ 

 


