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Study for ‘And Mary rising up in those days, went into the mountainous country with haste’ 
 

Signed and inscribed ‘JR Herbert RA/Finished study for picture painted/for H.M. the Queen.’ 

(lower left) 

Oil on paper laid down on canvas 
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Provenance 

with Thomas Agnew & Sons, Liverpool. 

Private collection, Connecticut, to 2017. 



	  

 

 
John Rogers Herbert studied at the Royal Academy from 1826-28, and began exhibiting there in 
1830.  Initially a portrait painter and book illustrator, he developed a taste for historical genre 
paintings after a visit to Italy in 1836.  These early compositions tend to be characterised by high 
drama and contraposto figurative groups.  A keen admirer of Augustus Welby Pugin (1810-1852), 
Herbert converted to Catholicism in 1840, and thereafter painted predominantly religious subjects 
which show a familiarity with the work of William Dyce and the Nazarenes.  In 1846 he was 
chosen as one of a group of artists to decorate the interior of the New Palace of Westminster.  His 
contributions included nine Old Testament scenes on the theme of Human Justice.  His most 
famous religious composition, Christ in the Carpenter’s Shop exists in three versions executed between 
1847-56, and the picture is said to have prompted Millais to paint Christ in the House of his Parents 
exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1850. 
 

The present work is a finished study for Herbert’s 1860 Royal Academy exhibit of the same title 
(no. 128), painted for H. M. Queen Victoria, and in the collection at Osborne House.  Herbert’s 
translation of the inscription on the megillah on Mary’s girdle, which is inscribed on a fragmentary 
label on the reverse, reads: 
 
      ‘And Mary rising up in those days, went into the mountainous country with haste’  
      St Luke, ch. I, v. 39. 
 
      ‘Among the lilies moveth the lily of Israel to make known to others the word 
      which is conceived within her ‘a star shall rise out of Jacob and a sceptre shall 
      spring up from Israel’ ’ 
      Numbers, ch. XXIV, v. 17. 
 
      ‘A virgin shall conceive and bear a son’ 
      Isaiah, ch. VII, v. 14. 
 
 


